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1. Persons comnected with the Soviet Isgation in Siam are said to be arranging
for purchases of tin concentrates, averaging approximately 70 percent tin.
Several small Chinese firms have been approached to act as purchasing
agents, The purchasss are to be made in United States dollars.#

2., The sams Chinese firms ware also asked to purchase tungsten for the
USSR, but Siamese production of' tungsten is relatively small.

3, A number of (sic) Soviet technical men have reportedly visited the
+in producing area of Phuket and have expressed an interest in the
present output and productive capacity of that region.a

25X1X *%_G_ogl_ngg&o Such purchases, when transacted clanaestinely,
make 1t possible for the seller to retain all foreign exchange.

In open ssles, such as those to the United States, the seller
mst relinquish 50 percent of the foreign exchange to the Bank
of Siam. o

m daved 1 September 194, reported
hat the Soviets were ofiering up to 10,000 tons of paper or
flour at a time in exchange for tin ore through the medium of
Chinese contractors in south Siam, See also JEEMEMEN vhich
25X1A reported the trip of A. A, Panteleimonov, Soviet Commercial
Attache in Siam, to Phuket to investigate the posaibility of
Soviet tin purchases in south Siam. This trip was made in
late October 19L8.
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